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Willard Robertson, Vivienne Osborne and Tom Brown in a_ scene 
from First National’s “‘The Famous Ferguson Case.” 
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BIOGRAPHICAL B. 


JOAN BLONDELL — Screen’s most 
magnetic girl, a finished artist on 


stage and screen. Pictures in- 
clude “Sinners’ Holiday,” “Public 
Enemy,” . “Office Wife,” “Tllicit,” 
“My Past,” “Other Men’s Women,” 
“Blonde Crazy” “Union Depot,” 
“The Crowd Roars,” “The Famous 
Ferguson Case.” 


ADRIENNE DORE—Sensational as 
“Miss America” beauty,” trained 
on stage and in Paramount roles, 
reecntly signed by Warner Bros. 
Latest releases “Alias the Doctor,” 
“Union Depot,” “Old Man Minick,” 
“The Rich Are Always With Us,” 
“The Famous Ferguson Case.” 


VIVIENNE OSBORNE — One of 
screen’s most stunning women and 
a talented actress. Recent releases 
“Husband’s Holiday,’ “Beloved 
Bachelor,” “Two Kinds of 
Women,” “The Famous Ferguson 
Case.” 


GRANT MITCHELL — Celebrated 
stage and screen star, remembered 
for “The Champion.” Most re- 
cent releases “Man to Man,” “The 
Star Witness,” “The Famous Fer- 
guson Case.” 


LESLIE FENTON — Feature of 
“American Tragedy” on stage, 
since then a standout in his every 
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THE FAMC JS FERGUSON CASE" 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication ) 





Bruce Foster a reporter on a small 
town newspaper, is constantly urged 
by the girl he loves, Tony Martin, 
the society editor on the paper, to 
break into the newspaper game in 
the big city. While he is debating 
on what to do, a big story breaks 
in the town. Ferguson, a New York 


banker living in the small town, is 
found murdered and his wife gagged 
and bound. Bruce phones to the 
New York papers, hoping to get an 
opportunity at big city work. 

The case is of such importance 
that the New York newspapers send 
up reporters. They dig up a scandal 
between Mrs. Ferguson and Judd 
Brooks, a cashier in the local bank, 
and finally cause the arrest of the 
couple on a charge of murdering the 
woman’s husband. 


Bruce, however, believing in the 
innocence of the couple, gets to 
work quietly to verify Mrs. Fer- 
guson’s story. The reporters persuade 
the county attorney to bring about 
a trial, digging up evidence to point 
to the couple as the slayers. The 
county attorney is awed by their 








importance and brings the case to 
trial. 

Maizie, a disillusioned sob sister 
of the New York press, who is the 
estranged wife of Parks, a reporter, 
has been trying to protect Tony from 
her philandering husband. But Tony 
resents Maizie’s interference, and is 
so infatuated with Parks that he has 
finally gotten her into a compromis- 
ing position. 

Just when things look pretty bad 
for the couple, Bruce learns from 
Boston police that two criminals 
have confessed to the murder. He 
telephones to the New York press 
and there is a big shake-up among 
the reporters, some of them being 
fired. After a terrible tirade from 
one of the more dignified reporters, 
they set off for New York. Maizie, 
however, decides she has had enough 
of scandal and plans to live in the 
small town. 

Tony, on the other hand, rushes 
o the train to join Parks, determined 
to become a metropolitan reporter. 
Maizie helps her board the train 
and turns to Bruce, who is also on 
the depot platform, asking him for 
the job which Tony is leaving. 
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OFFICIAL BILLING 





First National Pictures, Inc. 5% 
presents 

“THE FAMOUS FERGUSON CASE” 100% 

with 

Joan Blondell 60% 

Vivienne Osborne 40% 

Grant Mitchell 20% 

Directed by Lloyd Bacon 20% 

A First National and Vitaphone Production 40% 


. 





a 
Joan Blondell as she appears in 
First National’s “The Famous Fer- 
guson Case.” Supporting Miss 
Blondell in this picture are Tom 
Brown, Vivienne Osborne, Leslie 
Fenton and Grant Mitchell. 
Cut No.1 Cut 1s5sc Mat 5c 


We Suggest The Follow- 
ing Vitaphone Short 
Subjects For a Bal- 
anced Program 


A BIG STAR COMEDY 


featuring one of the popular Broad- 
way stars, such as Harry Richman, 
Phil Baker, Walter O’Keefe, Dr. 
Rockwell, Fred and Adele Astaire, 
William and Joe Mandell, Fanny 
Watson and Thelma White. (Each 
2 Reels). 


and /or 
RUTH ETTING, 


famous Ziegfeld Follies star in a 
“Broadway Brevity.” (2 Reels). 


and /or 
A LOONEY TUNE. 


Inimitable song cartoon with Bosko. 
(1 Reel). 


and /or 
A MELODY MASTER 


band short. Peppy, zippy song 
stories with the country’s most 
popular orchestra leaders. (1 Reel). 








your L. story 


This story contains complete 

information about “The 

Famous Ferguson Case” and 

is known to showmen as 
a “routine story.” 





“Famous Ferguson Case’”’ 
Comes To .._... Theatre 
Next... With Joan 
Blondell and Great Cast 





Will a genuinely realistic news- 
paper picture ever be made? 

They’ve been asking that, for 
years; and now from jlollywood 
comes word that the trick has been 
turned at last. 

The picture that is said to meet 
all the requirements is “The Famous 
Ferguson Case,” which was finished 
not long ago at the First National 
studios and which will open ....... 
StU E MRS Bt ee son gece od peaLTe. 

Joan Blondell is the star of “The 
Famous Ferguson Case,’ which is 
said to present 
# a highly vivid 
panorama of a 
erime of nation- 
wide notoriety 
!— the sort of 
:crime that is 
t blazoned in the 
front-page 
headlines of 
seven the most 
feconservative 
newspapers. As 





Gd Nes te the big 


Cut r5¢ Mat 5c town tabloids, 
they simply go wild about. it! 


Besides Miss Blondell, the cast of 
“The Famous Ferguson Case” boasts 
a long list of well known players 
including Tom Brown, the nineteen- 
year-old leading man , who _ has 
ereated such a sensation in Holly- 
wood lately, Adrienne Dore, Walter 
Miller, Leslie Fenton, Vivienne Os- 
borne, J. Carroll Naish, Purnell 
Pratt, Russell Hopton, Kenneth 
Thomson, Grant Mitchell, Russell 
Simpson, Leon Wayecoff, Miriam 
Seegar, Spencer Charters, Willard 
Robertson, George Meeker, Mike 
Donlin and others. ‘She production 
was directed by Lloyd Bacon. 


But the most remarkable fact about 
“The Famous Ferguson Case,” ac- 
cording to those who have seen it, 
is the lifelike picture it affords of 
the rush of reporters and photog- 
raphers that descends upon the 
scene of a really notorious murder, 
the manner in which they work, 
the strange and varied types of men 
and women that move in the orbits 
of modern journalism. 


As may well be imagined, “The 


Famous Ferguson Case” is a thrill- 
ing story, all the more so because 
it deals with the very stuff of life 
in the raw. The script was written 
by Courtenay Terrett and Granville 
Moore; and every good newspaper 
man who lives within a radius of 
many hundred miles of New York 
knows who Courtenay Terrett is. 
His fellow-journalists call him 
“Brick,” and he has covered most 
of the high spots in the nation’s 
news for a number of years. Among 
his outstanding assignments were the 
Synder-Gray murder, the Halls-Mills 
tragedy, the sinking of the _ sub- 
marine S-4, and a sensational series 
of articles on the development of 
racketeering in New York, which 
was featured by the New York 
World. 

He knows newspapers and he 
knows life; and this combination has 
helped to make “The Famous Fer- 
guson Case” what its heralds pro- 
claim it to be—the greatest of all 
newspaper pictures, and the first 
genuinely realistic one. 
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Joan Blondell Plays 
Central Role In ‘Famous 
Ferguson Case”’ 








It was a murder that shocked the 
nation. 

It was “The Famous Ferguson 
Case.” 

The new First National feature 
picture bearing that title is com- 
TITAS EMRE Le at TOON Ure anne eae! 
Theatre, and if advance reports are 
true the local publie is going to have 
a plentiful supply of chills and 
thrills. Also it will get a peep into 
the real world behind the scenes of 
newspaper-making, such as has never 
before been granted to the great 
army of newspaper readers. 


Joan Blondell plays the central 
role in “The Famous Ferguson Case” 
—that of Maizie Dickson, a “sob 
sister” or woman reporter for a sen- 
sational paper. She is assigned to 
write “sob stuff’ for her sheet about 
the dreadful affair at Cornwall when 
the wealthy banker, Mr. Ferguson 
of New York, is’ found murdered 
under circumstances which point the 
finger of suspicion directly at Mrs. 
Ferguson and her elose friend Judd 
Brooks. 

All the great newspapers of the 
United States were represented at 
the scene of the murder twenty-four 
hours after it was committed. Clue 
followed clue; a weak district at- 
torney was cajoled and browbeaten 
into taking one sensational step after 
another; each day had a new thrill 
for the front pages. 

Wherever “The Famous Ferguson 
Case” has been shown since its re- 


cent release, critics and public have 
hailed it as the most vivid and 
pulsing drama of its kind ever issued 
from a Hollywood studio. 


A warm and human love story 
runs through the exciting progress of 
the plot. Besides Joan Blondell, the 
cast numbers among its members 
Tom Brown, one of the newest Hol- 
lywood leading men, Adrienne Dore, 
Walter Miller, Leslie Fenton, 
Vivienne Osborne, V. Carroll Naish, 
Purnell Pratt, Russell Hopton, Ken- 
neth Thomson and Grant Mitchell, 
besides many others of equal stand- 
ing in popular favor. Lloyd Bacon 
directed. 
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Star Reporter Wrote 
‘Famous Ferguson Case”’ 
For Screen 








A wealthy man murdered after a 
quarrel with his wife; the wife in- 
volved with another man; a motive 
clearly apparent — and what’s the 
answer? 

That is “The Famous Ferguson 
Case,” the new First National picture 
which will have its first showing 
SANA Maen hit PUR Oe eh DRL Varian cuit) clave began 
Theatre. 


From advance reports it is, as one 
may say, a typical American murder 
mystery of the first magnitude—a 
screen presentation of a tragedy of 
real life and of the manner in which 
it is handled by the newspapers. 


In fact “The Famous Ferguson 
Case” is said to be an authentic 
portrait of the actual workings of 
the press. 


A veteran newspaper man, Cour- 
tenay (“Brick”) Terrett, who has 
covered most of the famous crime 
cases of recent years, wrote the orig- 
inal story of “The Famous Ferguson 
Case.” Lloyd Bacon, widely familiar 
with journalistic theory and practice, 
was the director. The cast is headed 
by Joan Blondell, and in the lineup 
are Tom Brown, Adrienne Dore, 
Walter Miller, Leslie Fenton, Vivi- 
enne Osborne, J. Carroll Naish, Pur- 
nell Pratt, Russell Hopton, Kenneth 
Thomson, Grant Mitchell and many 
other players. There are, in all, 
thirty-seven separate characters in 
the story, besides a large background 
of extras and “atmosphere” players. 


“The Famous Ferguson Case” has 
attracted widespread attention wher- 


ever it has been 
has been arous 
verdict is that i 
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“a disher-out of hooey,” says one 
local newspaper man. She piles on 
the agony; she wrings the heart and 
makes the flesh creep whenever a 
crime has been committed, especially 
such a crime as starts the plot going 
in “The Famous Ferguson Case.” 

As for Joan Blondell, she admits 
that if she were not an actress she 
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Role Wel- 
n Blondell 


to be a sob 





had my desire 


londell, central 
amous Ferguson 
First National 
Re, to 
Theatre. 

b sister? 

newspaper” re- 
zeS in emotion— 


would rather be a journalist than 
“T like 
to write,” she declares, “and I’m 


anything else in the world. 


keenly interested in human nature. 
Sometimes even now, after more than 
a year in Hollywood, I am tempted 
to make the experiment of getting 
a job on a paper and seeing whether 
I can make good.” 


With these sentiments Joan threw 
herself whole-heartedly into the role 
of Maizie Dickson, who is sent by 
her paper to write “sob stuff” about 
the tragic occurrence in “The Famous 
Ferguson Case.” Tom Brown, the 
nineteen-year-old leading man, one 


of Hollywood’s latest sensations, also 


has a journalistic role; he is a kid 
reporter who, at the end, teaches 
the veterans of the press from New 
York and other large cities some 
fine points about their profession. 
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Actual Murder Mystery 
Forms Plot Of ‘Famous 
Ferguson Case”’ 





“The Famous Ferguson Case” was 
a celebrated murder mystery. A 
slain husband, an unhappy wife, an- 
other man — there was the problem 
faced by the detectives assigned to 


cover the case, and by the reporters . 


who swarmed down upon the scene 
of the murder from newspapers all 
over the country. 


The wife was suspected; her male 
friend was arrested. Which of them 
was guilty? Or were both of them 
culpable? They seemed to be 
straight, clean, honorable American 
folk such as live their lives in peace 
and usefulness all around us; but 
the motive was clear and the evi- 


dence was sinister. 


“Passions spin the plot,” even 
when the chief figures of a tragic 
story are anything but villains. 


Were Marcia Ferguson and Judd 
Brooks guilty lovers? What of the 
strange sights seen by young “pet- 
ters” in a nearby lane? What of the 
evidence of the old woman who rode 
a donkey? 


“The Famous Ferguson Case” 
which: vopens ‘atthe ems ii 
Dheatre: oc sie is described as 


a dramatic romance of the first 
water; and the cast, an exceptionally 
large one, is made up of such ster- 
ling players as Joan Blondell, Tom 
Brown, Walter 
Miller, Leslie Fenton, Vivienne 
Osborne, J. Carroll Naish, Purnell 
Pratt, Russell Hopton, Kenneth 
Thomson, Grant Mitchell — and 
about twenty others, whose perform- 


Adrienne Dore, 


ances were directed by Lloyd Bacon. 


Although the title has been 
changed to disguise the real-life 
tragedy on which Courtenay Terrett 


based the story of “The Famous Fer- 


guson Case,” many of those who at- 
BONG Apes see ve ke POST yin, See 
will recognize the true characters 
and remember their real names. 


Opening Day 
Story 


Ace Of New York Report- 
ers Author Of Sensational 
“Famous Ferguson Case,” 
Opening At .__.. Today 








Courtenay Terrett, writer of “The 
Famous Ferguson Case,” the First 
National picture featuring Joan 
Blondell and an all-star reporter- 
actor cast, which opens at the ...... 
Theatre today, became New York’s 
ace newsgatherer in nine years, a 
brief time as reportorial success goes. 

Terrett, knewn to fellow-reporters 
as “Brick,” began his meteoric news- 
paper career in Butte, Mont., as cub 
reporter on the Butte Miner. Coming 
to Columbia University, Terrett could 
not wait for his degree, but im- 
mediately sought employment in New 
York’s historie Park Row. At 
eighteen he was given a job on the 
Tribune rewrite desk. In two years 
he had become Assistant Night City 
Editor. Terrett then moved over 
to the Evening Post, transferring to 
the Telegram after two and a half 
years with the Post. His Telegram 
job was followed in 1929 by a 
position with the Morning World, 
lasting until that paper became 
history. 

Terrett’s nine years saw him coy- 
ering the Hall-Mills murder mystery, 
the Snyder-Gray tragedy, the Shen- 
andoah disaster, the sinking of the 
Submarine 8-4, an exposure of rack- 
eteering, gangsters’ funerals, the re- 
turn of Lindbergh, the Vestris tragedy 
and the Red riots at City Hall and 
Union Square. On the Vestris story 
he set an all-time speed record for 
turning out copy, writing ten columns 
in 265 minutes, ® 

“Brick” Terrett has written into 
the “Famous Ferguson Case” all the 
highlights of his own sensational 
association with the biggest stories 
that broke in the papers during the 
past decade. He has blended the 
gripping murder mysteries which 
earned him his first fame into what 
has been ealled the greatest and most 
realistic newspaper picture ever 
sercened. 

Supporting Joan Blondell in this 
Terrett-written and Lloyd Bacon- 
directed success, is one of the largest 
‘name casts” gathered for one pic- 
ture. It includes Tom Brown, Adri- 
enne Dore, Leslie Fenton, Vivienne 
Osborne, J. Carroll Naish, Purnell 
Pratt. Russell Honton, Kenneth 
Thomson, Grant Mitchell, Mike Don- 
Im _ and hundreds of others. 


PLANT THESE 
STORIES WELL IN 


ADVANCE OF 
YOUR OPENING. 
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ILL BE KILLED 


xonights 


His body will be found in the bed- 
room of his summer home. Be- 
side him will lie the bound and 
gagged figure of his beautiful 
wife. Half hysterical with fright 
she will tell of seeing the million- 
aire clubman slain by two masked 
intruders. 


what really happened! 
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tells what you want to know 
about the most sensational 
crime of the decade. 


NOW PLAYING 
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ae en 
A STORY NO 
AUTHOR COULD 
HAVE WRITTEN! 


It had to be taken from 
real life! Every detail, 
every hidden fact, 
every secret motive of 
an actual love slaying 
revealed on the screen 
for the first time! 


THE 
FAMOUS 
FERGUSON 


JOAN BLONDELL 


Leslie Fenton, Vivienne 
Osborne, Kenneth Thomson, 
Tom Brown 


A First National Picture 


NOW PLAYING 


STRAND 
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Did She Know 


who killed George Fer- 
guson, millionaire club- 
man? Was she guilty of 
shielding a murderer? Now 
you can learn the truth 
about the crime that shock- 
ed the nation! 
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CASE 22: 


starring 


JOAN BLONDELL 


Leslie Fenton, Vivienne Osborne, 


Tom Brown, Adrienne Dore 
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AT LAST! 


Learn The Whole Truth Abcut 
The Brooks-Ferguson Slaying 










Never Tod. ! 


Mazie Dickson, t, 
Reporter Who Gi: : _ 
the Story. Be. 





JUDD BRO 5 


FAMOUS 


FERGUSON ™ 
CASE 


The most amazing drama of the year 








WITH 
JOAN BLONDELL ~~ 
LESLIE FENTON, VIVIENNE OSBORNE peek bey 


Directed by LLOYD BACON 










OPENS TOMORROW 
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From Those Who Knew, but 





aa WAS THIS BEAUTIFUL 


OPENS TODAY 
M YOUNG SOCIETY GIRL & 
a A MURDERESS?. B12 |RAND 


ce Did lovely Marcia Ferguson plot the slaying of her 
ae wealthy mate? 





a Was she guilty of an illicit love affair with Judd Brooks? 
ae Did the prosecution suppress incriminating testimony 
nea to save a rich woman from the gallows? 


LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT THE UN. 
ANSWERED QUESTIONS OF THE MOST 
SENSATIONAL MURDER TRIAL OF 


THE | 'THE DECADE! .... 


FAMOUS 
ERGUSON | 
C A S : tells all! 





with 
JOAN BLONDELL 
LESLIE FENTON — VIVIENNE OSBORNE — Brecred by SLOW BACON 
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IT WILL BLAST 
YOU RIGHT OUT 
B= OF YOUR 
SEAT!! 










CAMPAIGN I8 









For the first time in 
history, the screen 
takes you behind the 
scenes of an actual 
murder trial! , Re- 
veals the facts even 
the newspapers dare 
not print! 





FAMOUS | : | 
FERGUSON Ad No. 5 ean be the : FAM > U 6 


basis of an entire 
CASE 









A Crime You've Read About — Learn 


The Whole Uncensored Truth 


campaign. Other ads 
following the same 


with 
layout ean read 
AN BLONDELL y 
ne Se Vivienne “The Famous Fer- 


Osborne, Kenneth Thomson, 
Tom Brown 


guson Case” opens to- 
day, new evidence 
introduced in ‘The 
Famous Ferguson 
Case,” ete. 


A FIRST NATIONAL 
and VITAPHONE HIT! 





with 


TARTS TODAY 


seumament  €& AN D wii dal 


NOW PLAYING DIRECTED BY LLOYD BACON = 


S 1 RA N D Cut No. 5 on roc 


Cut No. 4 Cut 20c Mat 5c 





Cut No. 17 Cut 4oc Mat roc 








Page Six 





The screen reveals the 
whole, uncensored truth 
about the most sensational 


AS STARTLING 
USE IT FOR RESULTS! 





crime of the decade. 








At last the screen reveals the 
hidden facts no newspaper ever 
dared print about a crime that 
shocked the nation! Amazing de- 
tails of how rich slayers fight to 
escape the chair! Incriminating 

testimony suppressed ! 

Prosecutors intimidated! 


’m, JOAN BLONDELL 


Leslie Fenton, Vivienne Osborne, 
Tom Brown, Kenneth Thomson 

















THE A First National Picture 


FAMOUS 
FERGUSON wd Miva bh 


E Cut No. 22 Cut 20c Mat 5c 


tells the truth about Marcia 
Ferguson and Judd Brooks, the 
Cornwall slayers! 


WITH 


JOAN BLONDELL 


TOM BROWN—VIVIENNE OSBORNE 


WHAT NO NEWSPAPER 
WOULD DARE PRINT! 









m= FAMOUS 
FERGUSON | | 
NOW PLAYING i; 


STRAND STRAND 2X0 


Cut No. 18 Cut goc Mat roc Cut No.15 Cut goc Mat roc ; Cut No.19 Cut 20c Mat 5c 










FIRST | 
NATIONAL 


with TOM BROWN 


JOAN BLONDELL vivienne OSbORN PICTURE 
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Wealthy Clubman Slain; 
Beautiful Mate Suspected 


By MAZIE DICKSON 


ORNWALL, N. Y., April 18—Less than two hours 

after a bitter quarrel with his beautiful. young wife 
over an asserted indiscretion, George M. Ferguson, mil- 
lionairé - banker, was found murdered last night in the 
bedroom of his residence* 
here, 

Four feet from his inert 
body lay the 
bound.and 
gagged fig- 
ure of his}| 
wife. Freed 
by the police, 
she gave an 
hysterical ac- 
count of hav- 
ing seen her 
cha egre shot | 

own by. two 
George M. masked men 
Ferguson who entered 
the room through the window. ee 
She had fainted immediately after Mrs. Marcia Ferguson 
ae shooting and was unable to| | 
remember anything. of Judd Brooks, cashier at a local 

Examination of the servants |bank,,was mentioned frequently. 
brought out the fact. that the|Mrs. Ferguson refused to discuss 
wealthy pair had engaged in al|details of the case with reporters. 


LEARN THE AMAZING TRUTH ABOUT A 
CRIME YOU READ ABOUT FOR MONTHS! 


‘FAMOUS 
FERGUSON 


k with 
JOAN BLONDELL, Vivienne 
Osborne, Kenneth Thomson, 
CAS a Leon Waycoff, Grant Mitchell. 
cone © STRAND 
THURSDAY 


® The producers do not purport to have actually solved a crime, but merely offer what 
they believe to be the most plausible solution. 





heated argument, earlier in the 
evening, during which the name 























Cut No. 12 Cut 40c Mat roc 








THE SMASH NEW YORK CAMPAIGN | 





Husband Sk yer Goes on 
Stand in Oyrn Defence! 


By MAZIE DICKSON 


ORNWALL, Nie Ap 19—While a packed court- 
room listened to Count? Attorney Jeffries draw tight 

the net of evidence he hopes. ill send her and her lover to 
the chair, Mrs. Marcia Fergu n, on trial for the murder of 
her wealthy mate; 4dr £2... °° ° &«@&«€£&+# ©. 
that she will be the chief wit. the table to question her coun- 
sel. Her anxiety reached its 
height during the examina- 
tion of Marie Bridges, charn- 
‘bermaid at the Ferguson 
nome. Under the severe grill- 
ing of Prosecutor Jeffries, the 
girl admitted that her em- 
ployers had quarelled bitterly 
on the night of the slaying 


ness in her own defense. 








Marcia Prosecutor 
Ferguson Jeffries and she had: overheard the 


Throughout the second da name of Judd’ Brooks, co-de- 
of the trial, the pretty youn fendant and alleged lover of 
defendant was palpably ner Mrs. Ferguson, mentioned 
vous, frequently leaning acro~ ‘requently. 





LEARN THE STAh (G INSIDE STORY OF 
A CRIME THAT $ (ED THE NATION! in 


‘FAMOUS 
FERG! SON 
C ASE) aon 


mh STRAND 


JOAN BLONDELL, Vivienne: 
Osborne, Kenneth Thomson, \ FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 
Leon Waycoff, Grant Mitchell.; 
* The producers do not purport to have) ally solved a crime, but merely offer wiat 
they believe to be ost plausible solution. 
SL PS 


CutNo. 406 Mat roc 
















‘the objections of defense 





Witch Woman Bares Love 
Trysts in Petters Lane 


By MAZIE DICKSON 


Coe N. Y., April 20—A bombshell bursting 
in the courtroom where Judd Brooks and Marcia 
Ferguson are on trial for the murder of the latter’s hus- 
band, could not have had a more devastating effect than 
the sensational disclosures made today during Prosecutor 
fetiries examination Of Jennie nore 
Gibbs. 
Interrupted frequently by 


I 


counsel, the state’s star wit- 
ness told a story of frequent 
trysts between the 
two accused in 
Lovers Lane, long 
a rendezvous for 
automobile pet- 
ters. She climaxed 
her testimony by 
positively identify- 
ing Judd Brooks 
as the man _ she 
had seen running 
from the Fergu- 
sou home the night 
of the murder Brooks 


nee 


See the Headlines Leap to Life! Learn 
Tae Hidden Truth About the Most Sen- 
sational Murder Trial of the Decade! 


‘FAMOUS 
FERGUSON 
CASE | ote AND 


with 
JOAN BLONDELL, Vivienne 
Osborne, Kenneth Thomson 


Leon Waycoff, Grant Mitchell 


* The producers do not purport to have actually solved a crime, but merely offer what 
they believe to be the most plausible solution, - 





Judd ~—s'||_-:s Jennie Gibbs, the Witch Woman, 


as she appeared in court. 








A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 








Cut No.9 Cut 40c Mat roc 





Review 


“Famous Ferguson Case’”’ 
Thrilled Audience At __. 
_... Yesterday, Recalling 
Actual Murder Mysteries 


That “Famous Ferguson Case”— 
well, it takes your breath away. 

It is so real, so absorbing, so 
packed with living, breathing actu- 
ality, that this reviewer finds him- 
self perplexed as to just how to be- 
gin to write about it. 

A murder mystery — clues here, 
there and yonder, and a swarm of 
newspaper reporters and cameramen 
following them up like bloodhounds 


—girl reporters, men reporters, a boy - 


reporter who shows up his seniors 
like nobody’s business — a love story 
that sends a lump into your throat 
but sets your heart singing — these 
are just a few of the ingredients of 
“The Famous Ferguson Case,”* which 
opened yesterday at the .......... 
Theatre. 

One thing must be set down 
definitely. This picture is one of 
the best; it’s a lulu; it’s a wow! A 
perfectly satisfactory talking film 
doesn’t come down the high road 
every week in the year; but this 
First National production is one of 
the fit but few. 

Joan Blondell, in her role of a 
newspaper “sob sister,”? does the most 
admirable and moving acting job 
that she has yet turned out; which 
means a lot. Young Tom Brown, the 
charming Adrienne Dore, Leslie Fen- 
ton, Walter Miller and the rest of 
them work together so smoothly and 
with such an utter illusion of reality 
that you will leave the theatre rub- 
bing your eyes and wondering 
whether the everyday life to which 
you are returning is the real thing 
or whether you have left actuality be- 
hind you in the playhouse. It’s as 
convincing as that! 

As to the murder mystery of “The 
Famous Ferguson Case,” we are not 
going to spoil your pleasure in the 
film by telling you much about that. 
The wealthy Mr. Ferguson, a banker, 
is slain. His wife, Marcia, (played 
by Vivienne Osborne with power and 
keen appeal) comes under suspicion. 
Another man is involved, Judd 
Brooks, whom Leon Waycoff makes 
very real indeed. Were Marcia and 
Judd guilty lovers? Did they plan 
the killing of Ferguson? 

It makes a wonderful mystery, and 
we'd’ like to give you just the 
faintest peep at the solution. But 
go and see it for yourself! 


La dav of run 


Climax Of ‘‘Famous 
Ferguson Case’”’ Grips 
Even Hard-Boiled Director 


When a hard-boiled picture direc- 


tor, veteran of many years in the 
legitimate theatre also, gets a lump 
in his throat and his nerves go taut 
during the rehearsal of a _ picture 
scene, that scene must be big. 

Lloyd Bacon, who directed “The 
Ferguson Case,” the First National 
feature production now showing at 
THLE arian SO aaa i Theatre with an all- 
star cast headed by Joan Blondell, 
has this to say of one of the big 
moments in the picture. 

“In all my theatrical experience 
I never had a scene ‘get’? me the way 
the climax of this story did. It 
comes at the moment when the news- 
paper reporters, holding high revel 
at the conclusion of a double mur- 
der trial, are suddenly confronted 
by the man who has just been ex- 
onerated after being in the shadow 
of the hangman’s noose. 

“The character raps on the door. 
Everyone within the room becomes 
still. The man enters, glassy-eyed, 
grim and burning with a desire for 
vengeance against one of the re- 
porters. By sheer force of will he 
compels his quarry to accompany him 
outside the building. What is he go- 
ing to do with him there? It’s a 
moment of sheer drama. 

“We rehearsed this scene half a 
dozen times to get it perfect in its 
effect, then we shot it three times. 
Each time we went. through it, the 
action took hold of me with such 
force that I felt the lump in my 
throat and sat tense, even gripped 
my chair. Never in my life have I 
had a stage scene or a picture mo- 
ment take hold of my emotions in 
that way.” 


ui day of run 


Director Tells Joan 
Blondell How to Look 
“Poor But Pretty” In 
“Famous Ferguson Case’”’ 





“Poor but pretty” — is that a 
tough assignment for a motion pic- 
ture actress? 

For some, perhaps, wo rely on 
diamonds and ermine for their per- 
sonal appeal; but not for Joan Blon- 
dell. 

In “The Famous Ferguson Case,” 
the new First National feature pic- 
LUTE VOM Eb eCHeL hae eee ha Theatre, 
Miss Blondell plays the part of 
Maizie Dickson, a journalistic “sob 
sister.” Now Maizie was just get- 
ing a fair salary, and Director Lloyd 
Bacon told Joan to keep the ward- 
robe department at the studio un- 
der control in the matter of her 
raiment. i 

“Don’t let ’em give you a fur coat 
to wear,” said Bacon. “Not even a 
coat with a fur collar. You never 
can tell about fur; sometimes a piece 
of rabbit skin turns up in a picture 
looking like real ermine. Don’t let 
the hairdresser have your hair too 
perfect. Perfect waves and things 


cost money to keep them that way. 
Don’t let them make you dresses of 
silk or satin, even cheap satin or 
imitation silk. Sometimes studio 
lights do funny things to cheap silks 
and they come out of the projector 
looking better than a Parisian model. 

“Don’t be afraid to have a wrinkle 
or two in that first outfit. Remember 
you have just ridden a long way in 
an open automobile when we first 
see you. You can’t look as though 
you were ready for a presidential 
reception. Wear clothes that are 
smart, that are tight and like those 
you see in the windows for $4.98.” 

“Okay,” said Joan Blondell. 

But in “The Famous Ferguson 
Case” she still looks like a million 
dollars. Lots of girls can do that 
who are poor but pretty. 


Prd day of run 


“Famous Ferguson Case’”’ 
First Film To Show Actors 
As Authentic News- 
paper Men 





Do actors and newspaper men un- 
derstand each other? Is it possible 
for them ever to do so? 

For a long time it seemed that 
there would never be a play or a 
motion picture that would be aec- 


cepted as an authentic reproduction 


of genuine newspaper life and of the 
manners and characteristics of news- 
paper men. 

Now comes “The Famous Ferguson 
Case,” however, the sensational First 
National picture showing at the 
Ui ge et Theatre, which has been 
accepted by many journalists as be- 
ing the real thing at last. 

It was written by Courtenay Ter- 
rett, one of the best known reporters 
in the United States, which perhaps 
explains why realism has, after many 
vain trials, been attained. 


And Joan Blondell, who plays the > 


central role of Maizie Dickson, a 
“sob sister,” in the picture, says she 
doesn’t see any reason why show 
folk and newspaper folk should live 
in separate worlds. 

“We’re all human,” says Joan. 
“We all share the same _ funda- 
mentals. The rest is just trimming. 
I’ve known dozens of newspaper 
men, and have liked most of them 
very much. They have their own 
traditions and their own lingo, but 
underneath it all they are just human 
beings like the rest of us. And, for 
the benefit of my friends of the 
press, I’d like to rise up and say 
that actors and actresses are human 
too. If we were not, we wouldn’t be 
able to imitate and interpret other 
human beings as we do. To me, 
Maizie Dickson in ‘The Famous Fer- 
guson Case’ is a very real individual, 
and if I have succeeded in making 
her real to other people—well, that’s 
my job.” 


Ain day of cun 


Adrienne Do » Waited For 
Solution Of Famous 
Ferguson Ca »” Till 
Picture Was completed 
Adrienne Dor who plays a 
prominent part in The Famous Fer- 
guson Case,” the w First National 
thriller atthe ea. Theatre, 
is such a lover »t mysteries that 
she refused to be old what the solu- 
tion of the pu! ‘ing crime really 
was, until the 7 ture was finished 
and she could 4 the whole story 
unfolded on the ‘reen for herself. 
Adrienne, blo 3 and beautiful 
and still in her, 
detective storie we her favorite 
reading and that .ystery plays and 
pictures will dra| aer to the theatre 
more quickly th any other form 
of entertainment, Years ago, when 
she was only tw, ve, she wrote to 
Sir Arthur Conan’ )oyle in England 
telling him how! nuch she had en- 


joyed his tales 0 Sherlock Holmes, - 


and in return he sent her an auto- 


graphed copy of “The Sign of the 


Four,” which is 3ne of her ~-most 
cherished treasur 3. | 

“So you can in gine how thrilled 
I was when they told me I was to 
play in ‘The Famous Ferguson 
Case’,” says Adrienne. “A wealthy 
man killed; his heautiful wife sus- 
pected; all sorts f motives and pos- 
sibilities — well it was just too 
good to be true!’ But it was true, 
and I enjoyed ev y day on the set 
while we were n <ing the picture. 
But I made Joe SBlondell and Di- 
rector Lloyd Ba and the rest of 
them who knew solution of the 
mystery keep it : p, dark secret; 
and when I saw completed pic- 
ture on the sere rot a kick out 
of it that really ‘a kick! And 
the solution foo use, though I’m 
pretty good at tective work by 
this time.” t 

Besides Joan ondell and Adri- 
enne Dore, the ge east of “The 
Famous Ferguson se” includes Tom 
Brown, Leslie Fe n, Walter Miller, 
Grant Mitchell, inell Pratt and 
other well know players. 






Joan Blond | Likes 
Smart Newsp: 


paper Men 





f 


“Actors think they are pretty wise 
guys,” says Joan) Blondell, “but when 
it comes to gen¢ral information and 
knowing what’s what, give me a smart 
newspaper man every time.” 

In “The Famous Ferguson Case,” 
the new First National picture at the 
BS .| ™heatre, Joan ap- 
pears as Maizie ‘kson, a newspaper 
“sob sister.” ~~ le 


ens, admits that — 


Different Names Used In 
Film Based On Actual 


Murder Mystery 





If you are planning a movie mur- 
der. you have to be careful of the 
names you use. “The Famous Fer- 
guson Case,” the First National 
feature film coming to the ......... 
Theatre next Bare Ces 
with a baffling crime which bears a 
strong resemblance to certain notori- 
ous murder mysteries of actual life; 
but it is not based upon any of them, 
and great care had to be exercised 
in order to see that no name was used 
which would be the same as that of 
a person involved in any of the real 
crimes. Joan Blondell heads the 
east of “The Famous Ferguson Case,” 
playing the role of a newspaper “sob 
sister.” 


Joan Blondell Uses Typing | 


Knowledge In “The 
Famous Ferguson Case”’ 





Most of the bright young actresses 
of Hollywood have learned to operate 
typewriters in the past two seasons, 
since films dealing with secretaries 
and stenographers have become so 
popular. In “The Famous Ferguson 
Case,” the First National thriller 
DO Werte ac aeEy cern ene Amn manne 
Theatre, Joan Blondell plays the part 
of a girl reporter, and she types very 
convineingly, having learned the 
“touch system” some time ago. Lloyd 
Bacon directed “The Famous Fer- 


Features 


Director, 2 Writers And 9 
Players With Newspaper 
Experience Create Actual 
News Atmosphere For 

“Famous Ferguson Case” 








By C. F. Chandler 


Twelve persons who have had real 
newspaper experience actually par- 
ticipate in the production of “The 
Famous Ferguson Case,” a newspaper 
story which First National is pre- 
SOMO ea tub Mein a0, iawn so Theatre 
with vivacious Joan Blondell at the 
head of an all-star cast. 


There are twenty-one important 
newspaper characters in the picture, 
which include fourteen reporters, one 
publisher, two city editors, two 
photographers, a copy boy and a 
telegraph operator. 

Of this number, nine actors, in- 
cluding the leads and most important 
roles are players who have had prac- 
tical newspaper experience and are 
thoroughly familiar with the char- 
acters they represent and the gen- 


Saumiaet| j 


eral atmosphere and traditions of a 
newspaper office. 


Besides this number, one of the 
authors, Courtenay Terrett, is a 
famous New York newspaper man 
himself, and actually covered the 
famous murder mysteries, for the 
New York World and the Herald- 
Tribune, a composite of which form 
the basis of his story. One of the 
characters of the story is a pen pic- 
ture of himself. 


The writer who adapted the story 
for the screen, Harvey Thew, also 
is a well known New York news- 
paper man, long on the staffs of the 
New York Herald and American, 
while Lloyd Bacon, the director, is 
a writer for both newspapers and 
magazines. 


In the selection of the east for 
the picture, Director Bacon insisted 
on players who were somewhat 
familiar with the atmosphere of a 
newspaper office, and knew some- 
thing of the characters which they 
were to portray. This proved to be 
a difficult problem. It was easy 


enough to find good screen players 


and also to locate plenty of newspaper 
men. But to find a combination of 
players with newspaper experience 
was something else again. Mr. 
Bacon, with the casting director, 
Rufus Lemaire, finally obtained the 
characters he wanted. 


A sob sister for a New York daily 
is one of the most important roles 
in the picture, so the history of all 
the women on the First National 
lot was looked into. It was found 
that Joan Blondell had worked on 
the New York Morning Telegraph 
long enough to get the atmosphere of 
a newspaper office. 


But none of the other First Na- 
tional feature players was discovered 
to have had newspaper experience, 
so Hollywood had to be searched for 
them. Finally eight other screen 
actors were found who had ‘had the 
required experience, and were com- 
petent screen players at the same 
time. 

The first selection was Tom Brown, 
who recently has popped up as one 
of the young sensations in pictures, 
to play the part of a likeable, small 
town reporter and editor. Brown 
spent much of his time with his 
uncle, Ed. Dunn, who is the city 
editor of the Boston Post. He was 
entranced with the activity of a 
newspaper office and his unele put 
him to work as a copy boy. As he 
grew older he was given assign- 
ments and became a leg man and 
reportorial writer, before the eall 
of the stage got into his blood. 

Kenneth Thomson, who portrays 
Parks, a part which represents Ter- 
rett, the author, was formerly a re- 


‘porter on the Pittsburgh Leader and 


the Post, breaking in via the job 
of copy earrier, as did Brown. He 
is a well known stage player, and 
on the screen was seen in “The 


f 


Bellamy Trial,” “Broadway Melody” 
and “White Gold.” 


Leslie Fenton, who has another 
important reportorial part, was on 
the staff of the London Mail. Mr. 
Fenton played the lead on the stage 
in “The American Tragedy” when 
staged in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco, and is well known for his roles 
in pictures, such as “What Price 
Glory,” “Broadway,” and more re- 
cently with Edward G. Robinson in 
“The Hatchet Man.” 


Walter Miller who has had lead- 
ing roles in scores of picture pro- 
ductions was formerly connected 
with the staff of the Brooklyn Eagle. 
J. Carroll Naish was a writer on 
the staffs of the New York Dramatic 
Mirror and the Telegraph. 

Grant Mitchell, son of General 
Grant Mitchell, after graduating 
from Yale and Harvard Law School, 
worked for a time on the Ohio State 
Journal, at Columbus, Ohio, before 
taking up the stage. Russell Hopton 
was formerly on the staff of the New 
York Mail, while Mike Donlin, one- 
time champion hitter of the big 
leagues, worked on the Peoria, Il. 
Star. Hopton represents a New York 
reporter in the picture, while Don- 
lin is a newspaper photographer. 


Little Actual Rest Possible 
For Movie Players 





Motion-picture stars, you have al- 
ways heard, arise at noon, bathe 


languidly and get down to the studio 
about four in the afternoon, after 


a slow lunch at one of the most con- 
spicuous restaurants—working through 
a couple of hours of camera grind- 
ing, until it is time to make whoopee 
at night. 


Adrienne Dore, First National 
featured player who appears with 
Joan Blondell in “The Famous Fer- 
guson Case” coming to the ........ 
BN Net Madge! Theatre cnexta 70h ae ie 
isn’t finding it like that at all. 


She had just finished working in 
two pictures, “Alias The Doctor,” 
with Richard Barthelmess and “The 
Expert” with Chie Sale, and figured 
that she would be free to spend the 
next day, at least, doing her Christ- 
mas shopping — it being the day 
before Christmas. 

That morning at five, however, 
She received a eall from the studio 
asking her to please report not later 
than seven to make tests for her 
newest production, “The Famous Fer- 
guson Case,” in which she has the 
ingenue lead. 

After a day filled to the brim 
with tests and interviews, breakfast- 
less and lunchless, she was allowed 
to return home in time for dinner. 

Movie stars, like the weary, get 
little rest. 
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SELLING IT 
TO THE 
PUBLIC! 


Sales Angles 


@ Although this is the first, authentic story 
of how newspaper reporters cover big mur- 
der cases, this angle should be your secon- 
dary selling point! 


@ Primarily, your basic appeal should be 





COLORTONE 
EFFECT 


Make your screen presentation 
artistic and colorful with this at- 
mospheric effect, elaborately col- 
ored, beautifully created. 


4x5—Colored positive only..$2.00 
Set (positive and negative) 3.00 
314x4—Colored positive only 1.50 
Set (positive and negative). 2.25 


Order by No. N-233 


NATIONAL STUDIOS, Inc. 
226 West 56th St., New York 


Be sure to specify size and send re- 

mittance with order to avoid parcel 

post and C.O.D. charges. Send for 
catalogue of Colortone Effects. 


Newsboys Caps 
and Aprons 


From the Exploitation Printers, 
20 West 22nd Street, New York 
City, you can order caps carry- 
ing ‘‘The Famous Ferguson Case’’ 





a ; 


Newsp: pers Will 
Go For This One 


In order ‘ » encourage jour- 
nalistic the rhts in minds of 
the younger reneration, especi- 
ally high : iool and college 
students, a? ange with your 
local news per to promote 
prizes for tl best news stories 
by students ne week prior to 
and during he run of ‘‘The 
Famous Fei gon Case.”’ 

Every stu, nt of average in- 
telligence G ies across news, 
or human i srest stories that 
make exe it reading. By 
making thi students report- 
ers for tw. weeks, the news- 
paper not ¢ -y will be sure of 
getting all e local news, but 
will also St + up interest in 
journalism. | This is one of the 
most value stunts any show- 
man can g@i\ to a newspaper. 
It guarante: , plenty of news 


coverage. It imereases circula- 


tion. It giv as the newspaper 
prestige, a a it will do plenty 
to set up The Famous Fer- 


guson Case in your town. 





Peep-Hole Display 
Still Good! 


If there is a vacant store 
window near your theatre, put 
on the ‘‘peep hole’’ stunt to 
get the customers interested in 
‘‘The Famous Ferguson Case.’’ 

All you have to do is to cover 
two-thirds of the window with 
the following sign :— 


WHO KILLED 
GEORGE FERGUSON? 


WAS JUDD BROOKS 
MRS. FERGUSON’S SECRET 
SWEETHEART? 


DID THE LOVERS’ LANE 
PETTERS TELL ALL 
THEY KNEW? 


Look into this hole for 
the answers. 


Leave a small circular hole 
in the sign. Have your artist 
draw arrows to eall attention 
to it. Inside the window, 
about twelve feet from the sign 
place a three sheet poster. Be 
sure your theatre name and 
playdate is properly displayed. 
You might add to the value of 
the display by placing another 
sign near the three-sheet with 
the following copy: — ‘‘The 
Famous Ferguson Case’’ tells 
ALL about a love-murder you 
have read about.’’ 





Follow These Ideas 
For Novel Lobby 


Your lobby should cover 
three important selling points: 
mystery, newspaper and sex. 
It should also reflect the sensa- 
tionalism of the picture itself. 

For the mystery angle, use 
the seared-looking heads of 
Joan Blondell’ with a eatchline 
you can lift from the newspaper 
ads in this Merchandising Plan. 

Cover the newspaper angle 
by using a newspaper motif 
throughout the lobby. Repro- 
duce one of the ads in this Mer- 
ehandising Plan which imitates 
newspaper style of covering an 
important love-murder. <A 
black-and-white color scheme, 
with Gothic newspaper-type 
lettering will get over the 
effect. Copy and _ catchlines 
should be based on the love- 
murder angle. 

Many exhibitors, in exploit- 
ing ‘‘Five Star Final,’’ used a 
40x60 enlargement of a tabloid 
newspaper in their lobby and 
on the sidewalk., This idea fits 
perfectly with ‘‘The Famous 
Ferguson Case.’’ There are 
some excellent stills in the press 
and star set for the creation of 
this imitation tabloid paper. 
Captions can be lifted from the 
newspaper ads in this Merchan- 


al 


LOBBY 
SUGGESTIONS 





THE INSIDE STORY OF THE 
MOST SENSATIONAL CRIME 
OF THE DECADE — KNOW 
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED! 
WHAT ONLY THE SCREEN 





imprint, and give them to all 
newsboys in your town and also 
to every kid in the neighborhood. 
You. can get them in assorted 





dising Plan. 
Display Murder Weapons 


Much interest can be aroused 
by displaying the murder 


on the murder itself... its mystery ... 
its motives ... its love angle! 













@ Courtenay Territt, who covered the sizes at the following prices: CAN TELL! 

: : weapons in the lobby. The 
Hall-Mills and Snyder-Gray cases for the POO Lots 2 Pe 14¢ each rope that bound the beautiful 
New York World wrote the story. Use his oe Se AY Aa a ue oe wife... the finger prints found 

: : 5 i) i eae eee. Caen ee e@ eae on the gun... the handker- 
name in this connection, but do not say 1DA0 bis e 1G cack aioe that aooed ites’ Wen 


this is the story of those cases. euson ... the footprints on the 
window sill ...a pair of scis- 
sors that cut the telephone con- 


nections ... are captions that 


Prices include three lines of im- 
: inting for the title, theatre and 
@ It is filmdom’s monument to the news- Wegaate His 
paper profession. You should have no RUS diate weniek ey Se 


trouble in enlisting the aid of your local newsboy’s aprons to you at 35¢e 
editors. each. These aprons are made up 
in the regular way with pockets 
and straps. Printed across the 
front in big bold letters is ‘‘THE 
FAMOUS FERGUSON CASE’”’ 
with JcOAN BLOND ELL, 
VIVIENNE OSBORNE and TOM 
MOORE. Under this inscription 
: 4 ! will be your theatre name. Phone, 
dozen important box-office names Ey he ae a Pe ne 
PRINTERS, 20 West 22nd Street, 
New York City, giving them your 
theatre name and playdate. 


ean easily be illustrated with 
the articles. 

Put them all on a big board 
in an attractive layout and 
light the display with baby 
spots. 





“THE FAMOUS FERGUSON 
CASE” TELLS ALL 


(over) 

















@ Joan Blondell is your big cast bet. Play 


The Bodeity illustrated above will prove a great attention getter 
her over everybody else. 


for your showing of this picture. When blank space is rubbed with 
a coin or pencil a dramatic illustration and powerful copy will appear. 
Size 31% by 6 inches. Price complete with theatre imprint and play- 


date: 
$4.50 per M $4.00 per M over 3M 
| $3.75 per M over 5M 
Order direct from 


NOVELTY ADVERTISING CO. 


500 WAF ICK STREET BROOKLYN, N. Y. 






@Use as many of the supporting cast 
names as you can. There are more than a 


SEE THE UNUSUAL 
HERALD ON THIS 
PICTURE AT YOUR 
LOCAL EXCHANGE 
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HOW TO USE THE 


NEWSREEL 
TRAILER 


The trailer on “The Famous Fergusox 


Case”? opens like a newsreel with a title 


that reads: “EXTRA! 


Last minute news 


flashes of the Famous Ferguson Case.” 


Scenes with running dialogue follow. 


Not until the introduction of Joan Blon- 


dell in one of the dramatic highlights of 


the picture does the audience realize they 


are looking at a trailer. 


Grab this one quickly. 


BE SURE TO CUT If INTO YOUR 
REGULAR NEWS REEL! 


Newspaper 
Clues Contest 


An unusual newspaper con- 
test is to give the audience the 
important clues as found by the 
police in "The Famous Fer- 
guson Case’’ and ask them to 
submit their idea as to who 
committed the murder. It 
would be to your advantage to 
have this contest run prior to 
the opening of the picture. 
However, the picture does not 
tell how the murderer is de- 
tected and the contest can be 
run during the week of the 
showing. Here are the impor- 
tant clues to give to the read- 
ers of the newspaper: 

‘“‘Mrs. Ferguson is found 
in bed gagged and bound. 
Her husband is found dead 
on the floor with a bullet in 
his chest, that was aimed by 
someone in front of him. 
There are no gun powder 


marks on his pajamas. The 
window is_ open. Some 
jewelry has been stolen, but 
the bigger part of it has been 
left over. Mrs. Ferguson 
was known to have had a 
quarrel with her husband 
upon his sudden return from 
a business trip that after- 
noon. It is also known that 
Mrs. Ferguson was out driv- 
ing with Judd Brooks early 
that afternoon. Mr. Fer- 
geuson is a prominent club 
man and is known to have 
had no enemies.’’ 


Newspaper should offer at- 
tractive prizes both cash and in 
tickets to see ‘‘The Famous 
Ferguson Case’’ for the best 


- 500 word solution of the crime 


based on the above elues. 


Still another idea is to offer 
prizes for the best 500 word 
human interest report by an 
amateur reporter of the above 
crime. 


Special Instrue- 
tions Regarding 
The Trailer 


“The Famous Ferguson 
Case’’ trailer has been pre- 
pared in the form of a news 
reel with running dialogue be- 
hind the scenes. 

It is good showmanship to 
eut this trailer into the news 
reel. It opens with a regular 
news reel title and shows the 
court house scenes,’ the arival 
of the newspaper men to cover 
the trial, Mrs. Ferguson leaving 
the court house for the county 
jail and other things that are 
typical news reel material. Not 
until the trailer is well under 
way does the audience realize 
that they are seeing scenes from 
a forthcoming picture and an 
important one. 

The trailer ends with a 
series of dramatic highlights 
of the picture and is one of the 
most convineing pieces of ad- 
vertising that has ever been put 
on film. 


Show It To Your 
Newspapers! 


“The Famous Ferguscu 
Case’’ is a newspaper man’s 
angle on a sensational murder 
trial. It is the first authentic 
motion picture of newspaper re- 
porting that has yet been pro- 
duced. It was written by 
Courtenay Terrett from his ex- 
periences in reporting love- 
murder cases for the New York 
World. 

Without a question of a 
doubt every newspaper man in 
town will see at a glance the 
prestige-value of ‘‘The Famous 
Ferguson Case’’ to his profes- 
sion. It is, therefore, to your 
advantage to enlist the aid of 
your local press prior to your 
opening day. Arrange a spe- 
cial preview for the leading 
news men in your town. In- 
vite not only the movie critics, 
but the editor, business man- 
ager, general manager and edi- 
torial writer. If you try hard 
enough you ean probably pro- 
mote editorials about ‘‘The 
Famous Ferguson Case.’’ 

If you had any trouble at all 
with your newspapers. with 
‘‘Five Star Final,’’ show them 
‘“‘The Famous Ferguson Case,”’ 
they ’ll praise it to the skies! 


4 


YEWSPAPER SLANG 


Below i list of newspaper expressions that you can use 


in several w 

1. A.M sar M.S_—Morning and afternoon papers. 

2. Add a4 Continue story on new sheet of paper. 
3. Banker@ #. Headline across first page of paper. 
4. Bluppy} go. Preliminary statement about an author or book. 
5; Bulldog | a An early edition. 

6. Byline, Boe Writer’s name under heading of story. 
ves Bulletin a Brief important lead on a story. 

8. Boia To make little stories out of big ones. 
9, Bug Ee A telegrapher’s key. 

10. Brewis, Ge When a story is printed. 

ll. Badges 2k Worn by reporters to gain admission. 
12. Conga] fee To get the story. 

13. Degg Ee Last minute a story can get in. 

14. Dewi Wa Printer’s helper. 

15. Kiltgey We Short copy to fill space. 


16. Galley Story set up for proof-reading. 


17. Chostaa Wo When the pay comes. 

18. fume Stories carried over from page one. 

19, Leqgm fy The first paragraph of a story. 

20. Kit pp To stop printing of a story. 

21. Legg He Runs down the news and phones it in. 
22. Olt ae? Ge The managing editor. 

23. Musee Wis. The editor’s supreme command on copy. 
24. Stet we, GF Term meaning “let it stand.” 

25.. Pie ee Mixed type. 


You ¢ use them as a special publicity story on ‘‘The 
Famous F son Case.’’ 

You ¢ ise them in your program. 

You ¢ ise them in the form of a contest asking the con- 
testants t0 e the definitions of the slang words together with a 
letter telli chy they want to see ‘‘The Famous Ferguson Case.’’ 





BANNER 


THE WHOLE 
UNCENSORED 


| TRUTH ABOUT 
THE 


FAMOUS 


FERGUSON, 
oY; 












_ Exeent for marquee and lobby hanging. Size 20 by 30 
inches arprinted on strong, durable canvas. Comes with eye- 
lets. Brant colors. 


} PRICE 50c¢ EACH 
Do N Order Banners or Drapes from Exchange! 


Available Only from 

VERO FLAG-BANNER CO. 
2 East rd Street New York, N. Y. 
| Send Cash with Order or C. O. D. 








Get Im On This! 
SANTZEN 


KNITTING MILLS 
JOAN 


BLONDELL 


and 


WARNER 
BROS. 


National Tie-Up 


Get in touch with your local 


Jantzen bathing suit dealer NOW. 


He has plenty of accessories for 
window tie-ups and cooperative 
advertising! 


He also has stills of Joan Blondell, 
newspaper mats, twenty - four 
sheets and window cut-outs. 


He Is Waiting To Help You Put Over 
“Fhe Famous Ferguson Case” 


Put this card under the glass of the ticket window: 


THE FAMOUS 
FERGUSON 


CASE 


goes to the jury 
at this theatre. 


NEXT WEEK 
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REACH ‘OUT FOR EXTRA BU: INESS WITH THESE POSTERS 








SLIDE 





at left in blue. Lettering at right in yellow. Figure of Joan Blondell has blonde hair 
and blue eyes. Question mark red. Shadows behind head of girl purple, blue and 
green. A powerful poster. 


eae ee a cin 4a VV $ < ‘ “- : peaee 
» Entire background black; with title lettered in white with orange outline. Lettering 
°F @ 4 
WINDOW C. 'D 24 Sheet: eks with ith 3 


, 














PLEASE CLIP AND SEND IN YOUR ORDERS ON THE FORM BELOW 


READ CAREFULLY 

ee. NER BR - Enclose remittance with order, if no 

AD ERT! N G ORDER remittance shipment will not be made. 
a. PICTURES 2. 


If postage is not included in remittance 
VITAGRAPH, fics 3. We make no C. O. D. shipments of 


shipment will be made express collect. 
advertising matter. 


bee 


‘Here’s the SLIDING SCALE of PRICES 


( ‘reductions in prices apply to quantity purchases for Accessories on ONE PICTURE only.) 














ON as > follow? order b mail Enclosed find check 
oh y POSTERS WINDOW | LOBBY— SLIDE | HERALDS | MATS |SCENE | AD NEWS 

4 | lEETS | THREE SHEETS SIX SHEETS TWENTY-FOUR ss maid sig opis Pane = raha sh ra ncn 4 
SHEETS 3s 

3 5 F = oF is Bigs 15, 3 & S| 8 

PRODUCTION us Lil ge i peal " { 8B | te lewest Jrwcn | ano | SH | AMOUNT 
= S nso 8 “. x Naae i tid bl 
& Mi ~Ro Sib ©.e GSB g & en 15¢ 20c 10¢ each - 2 
28 Ra ans 28 88 R888 & 3 | 

) 2k £4 22% 2's 22 £224 3 
“oe gee aes SS Pots “S26 8 é 








Merchandising Pla and Music Cues Gratis—Mail this order with your check early enough to insure advertising reaching you before ar ie date 
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